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March 8, 2016  �  Achieving the Best Quality of 
Life Possible:  Preparing for the Future

Dr. Carr has been working and conducting 
research in the field of Autism Spectrum Disorder, 
specifically addressing Social Skills Training and 
Social Competence, Quality of Life, Transition to 
College, Relationships and Sexuality, and first 
responder training and preparedness. She has 

developed programs to support individuals in a variety of settings 
with varying abilities.  Additionally, Dr. Carr has consulted nation-
ally on issues related to adolescents and young adults with ASD.

Everyone wants the best possible quality of life. Having, or not having, a 
disability does not determine quality of life. This presentation examines 
the influences of degree of disability, social and communication ability, 
academic success, employment, and independence and autonomy on 
quality of life in young adults with autism and what we can do to make a 
difference in these outcomes. 
Presenter:  Staci Carr, Ph.D.

May 10, 2016  �  Looking Towards the Future:  Using
Person-Centered Planning Tools from Pre-K

through Adulthood
This webcast will discuss the importance of using person-centered 
planning tools for individuals with ASD pre-k through adulthood. The 
importance of developing skills, abilities knowledge and confidence in 
one’s self and developing through the years will be emphasized. How to 
adapt tools to meet the various communication needs of individuals and 
their support networks will also be discussed.

Presenter:  Teresa Cogar, M.Ed.
Teresa has worked with individuals with disabilities 
since 1998. She has served as a special educa-
tion teacher in Virginia Public Schools, Education 
Coordinator for VDOE’s Training and Technical 
Assistance Center at JMU and currently as Train-
ing Associate for VCU’s Autism Center for Excel-

lence. Teresa is also an endorsed Positive Behavior Support 
Facilitator.  She has spoken nationally on the topics of Positive 
Behavior Support, Self-Determination and Person–Centered 
Planning for students with disabilities.

Participation is free to anyone in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia.  The webcasts are streamed live over the Internet 
at 3:30 p.m. on the date listed.  Individuals will  receive 
confirmation of participation once registration online has been 
completed.

Registration is quick and easy at the following URL:
http://www.vcuautismcenter.org/training/

webcasts/upcoming.cfm
   
Individuals and groups may register for a single webcast or the 
entire series. VCU-ACE encourages participants to register for 
the entire series. If you are unable to view a webcast live, you 
will be able to do so after the event through the ACE webcast 
archives.

April 12, 2016  �  A Strange Story from a Strange World:
My Life and the William & Mary Neurodiversity Student Group

I will discuss how I became who I am today and the path I took to be 
a William and Mary student in the center of the first college-supported 
Neurodiversity group in the nation.
Presenter:  Joel Carver

Virginia Commonwealth University’s Autism Center for Excellence (VCU-ACE) is funded by the 
Virginia State  Department of Education (Grant #881-61172-H027A100107). The March 10th web 
cast was also developed under a grant from the Disability and Rehabilitation Research Project 
(DRRP) Grant #H133A120140 from the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research 
(NIDRR). VCU is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution providing access to education 
and employment without regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual ori-
entation, veteran's status, political affiliation, or disability. If special accommodations or language 
translation are needed contact Wendy Kulpa Voice (804) 828-1851; TTY(804) 828-2494. 

REGISTER

Joel Carver is a rising Junior at the College of Wil-
liam & Mary and a Neurodiversity advocate.  He 
was diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome (now 
ASD) at a young age and discovered his condi-
tion in depth his senior year of high school.  He 
opened up to the world after presenting about Au-

tism to his Freshman hall, and shortly afterward began discuss-
ing the subject with prominent scholar John Elder Robison, who 
is also a member of the Neurodiversity Group at the College of 
William & Mary. 
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For additional information on this webcast series, 
contact:  autismcenter@vcu.edu or call (855) 711-6987

For technical questions about the webcasts, e-mail:
Andy Grizzard  --  grizzardaj@vcu.edu



September 15, 2015  �  PLC: An Acronym that Holds No 
Relevance for Schools Unless the Focus is 

Student Achievement
Meetings, meetings, and more meetings take up more time than ever 
in today’s schools and yet, our students continue to struggle and not be 
proficient on mandated assessments. The answer to student achieve-
ment is not found in teachers’ working harder, but rather in a clear focus 
on student achievement and collaboration…and a school culture that 
supports both.  During this webinar we will look at what Professional 
Learning Communities are and are not.  We will explore various compo-
nents of this culture and why it has been successful in schools across 
this country.  We will also look at the roles played by school stakehold-
ers in making PLCs improve student achievement.
Presenter:  Harriet Dawson, M.Ed.

Ms. Dawson has been a Virginia public school 
educator for 35 years as a teacher, guidance 
counselor, assistant superintendent in charge of 
assessment, curriculum, personnel and policies, 
interim superintendent, and a Training Coordina-
tor for Rappahannock Community College.  She 

also serves as an educational consultant in the areas of Team 
Building, School Culture, Data Analysis and Increasing Rigor in 
Instructional Programs to ensure College and Workplace Readi-
ness, and as a Trainer for Business Soft Skills.

October 13, 2015  �  Reading is Understanding:
A Deeper Look at Comprehension and ASD

Reading is a fundamental part of our daily lives. Imagine what your 
world would be like if you did not understand the words on a page.  For 
the majority of students with ASD reading is a challenge.  Although often 
able to decode words, comprehending the text read or expressing what 
they are able to understand may prove difficult.  Providing assessment 
based instruction, specific to each student’s reading level, is paramount 
to increasing reading comprehension skills. In this webcast we will 
discuss the importance of comprehension and share research-based 
and promising practices to be used during the instruction and informal 
reading assessments of verbal and nonverbal students with ASD.
Presenters: Patty Crumb, M.Ed. & Dorothy Waddell, M.Ed.

Ms. Crumb has over 12 years of experience serv-
ing individuals with ASD as a teacher, administra-
tor, and as literacy support for a regional special 
education program. She has worked with students 
of varying ages and disabilities, as well as created 

and presented professional development for her peers and has
developed two sight word iPad applications used to assess both 
verbal and nonverbal student’s sight word knowledge.

Ms. Waddell is a certified Reading Specialist for 
the Southeastern Cooperative Education Pro-
gram (SECEP).  She has served students with 
disabilities for 15 years with the last 10 years 
being dedicated to increasing the literacy skills of 
students with ASD.  Ms. Waddell has been respon-

sible for developing literacy curriculum, mentoring new teachers,
and adapting materials to better fit the students needs.  Her 
professional interests focus on ensuring all students, regardless 
of their disability, have access to quality literacy instruction that 
meets their individual needs.

November 10, 2015  �  Drawing a Blank -- Part I
Readers on the autism spectrum who can decode well but don’t under-
stand are experiencing what amounts to a reading disability. Because 
of features of ASD, these readers face unique challenges and need 
specialized intervention. Join us to learn what research tells us about 
this problem AND evidence-based solutions to try.  In this session 
participants will:

¾  Identify the direct link between developmental deficits in au-
tism and comprehension failure

¾  Examine findings from literature that identifies more than 
thirty areas where comprehension breakdown occurs and the 
specific skills that require explicit instruction

¾  Explore the current status of research on this topic and the five 
evidence-based practices available to address the needs of 
good decoders with poor comprehension

Presenter:  Emily Illand, M.A.
Ms. Illand is an author, advocate, researcher, 
and leader in the autism field. She is the mother 
of a young man with ASD and brings personal 
experience and insight to her professional roles. 
She is an educational consultant, presenting at 
conferences in English and Spanish, all over the 

U.S. and abroad.  Areas of focus include Reading Comprehen-
sion & ASD, Sibling Issues & Family Balance, Social & Friend-
ship Skills, Play & Social Inclusion, Autism & Law Enforcement, 
Transition to Adulthood, Autism & the College Experience, 
Autism in the Workplace, and Adult Relationships.

December 8, 2015  �  Drawing a Blank -- Part II
Drawing a Blank -- Part II:  We Want More! What is an educator or par-
ent to do with the dearth of evidence-based options to help readers with 
ASD who can decode well but don’t understand? Join us to learn about 
some practical, promising practices.  In this session participants will:

January 12, 2016  �  Understanding Autism as 
an Information Processing Disorder

Students with autism spectrum disorder have significant information 
processing deficits that impact functioning in many areas.  Recent 
research has shown how neurologically based processing problems lead 
to the types of social, communication, sensory, and behavior symptoms 
we see in this population.  During this webcast Dr. Nicole Beurkens 
will review the current research on processing in ASD in order to lay a 
foundation for understanding the types of strategies that are helpful to 
address these deficits. 
Presenter:  Nicole Beurkens, Ph.D.

Dr. Beurkens is the founder and director of the 
Horizons Developmental Resource Center in Cale-
donia, Michigan, is a licensed clinical psychologist 
Dr. Beurkens has authored numerous articles, 
research studies, and books, and writes a popular 
weekly newsletter.  Dr. Beurkens is an award-win-

ning therapist, consultant, and speaker for families and profes-
sionals throughout the United States and abroad.  You can find 
more of her strategies for parents and professionals, and sign 
up to receive her newsletter at www.DrBeurkens.com

¾  Understand the rationale for choosing promising practices to 
address comprehension

¾  Identify features that make an intervention a good fit for read-
ers with ASD

¾  Explore promising practices to address the needs of good 
decoders with poor comprehension including Friend Venn (a 
strategy to teach perspective); Homograph strategy (self-mon-
itoring, clarification, vocabulary growth); Shades of Meaning 
(connotation and vocabulary);  and Use of Technology includ-
ing electronic dictionaries (vocabulary, resolution of ambiguity) 

Presenter:  Emily Illand, M.A.

February 9, 2016  �  Strategies to Improve 
Processing in Students with ASD

While many professionals have a toolbox of strategies to improve social 
skills, behavior, and communication for students with ASD, improving 
processing deficits and associated thinking and problem-solving skills 
can be a struggle.  During this webcast Dr. Beurkens will provide specific 
communication, interaction, and environment strategies that can be 
implemented immediately to improve processing, thinking, and problem 
solving for this population.
Presenter:  Nicole Beurkens, Ph.D.






